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                                              Sources of the Indian    Constitution

Source Features Detailed Understanding

	h Government of India Act, 1935 �	Federal Scheme
�	Office of Governor
�	Public Service Commissions
�	Emergency Provisions
�	Administrative Details

�	Greatest influence on the Indian 
Constitution

�	Greatest Influence
�	Ireland → “Instrument of Instructions” 

under the 1935 Act → DPSP
�	Ireland → “Instruments of Instruction” 

→ DPSP

	h British Constitution �	Bicameral Parliamentary System
�	Rule of Law + Equality before Law
�	Single Citizenship
�	Office of the Prime Minister and Cabinet System

	h Constitution of USA �	Idea of Preamble
�	Fundamental Rights
�	Equal Protection of Laws
�	Independence of Judiciary

	� Original Jurisdiction
	� Principle of Judicial Review + Public Interest Litigation (PIL)
	� Removal of Supreme Court and High Court Judges

�	Impeachment of the President
�	Post of Vice-President

	h Constitution of Australia �	Language of the Preamble
�	Concurrent List
�	Freedom of Trade and Commerce
�	Joint Sitting of the Two Houses
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	h Weimar Constitution of Germany �	Suspension of Fundamental Rights during Emergency

	h Constitution of the Soviet Union �	Fundamental Duties
�	Ideals of Social, Economic and Political Justice in the Preamble

	h Constitution of Canada �	Federation with a Strong Centre
�	Vesting of Residuary Powers in the Centre
�	Appointment of State Governors by the Centre
�	Advisory Jurisdiction of the Supreme Court
�	Concept of Goods and Services Tax (GST)

	h Constitution of Ireland �	Directive Principles of State Policy
�	Nomination of Members to Rajya Sabha
�	Method of Election of the President

	h Constitution of France �	Republic
�	Ideals of Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity in the Preamble

	h Constitution of South Africa �	Procedure for Amendment of the Constitution
�	Election of Members of Rajya Sabha

	h Constitution of Japan �	Procedure Established by Law
�	A person’s life and personal liberty can be taken away only according to the procedure 

established by law (Article 21).

	h Constitution of Sweden �	Lokpal and Lokayukta in India
�	The core idea of Lokpal and Lokayukta.

“Lawyers’ Paradise” → Coined by the renowned British constitutional expert Sir Ivor Jennings.
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